Discussion
No matter how ill-conceived this experiment was (considering the reactivity of alkynes and the choice of catalyst [2] ), the outcome was still spectacular. Clearly, the hexafluorosilicate anion is the result of hydrolysis of hexafluorophosphate and subsequent attack of hydrogen fluoride on the glass of the test tube, whereas the unintended formation of the novel cation remains amistery. The only compounds which are closely related, but not of a cationic nature, have been claimed in an outdated patent [3] . Infrared microscopy of the crystal showed as trong absorption at 723 cm −1 which supports the presence of the hexafluorosilicate anion [4] . 
